
Despite its modern, high-tech cities and a veneer of Western influence, 
Taiwan is a deeply traditional society. Its people are steeped in idol 
worship, live in fear of the spirit world and are highly superstitious. The 
gospel has made little impact in their world. This is particularly true of 
the working-class majority of whom less than one percent know Jesus 
Christ as Lord.

Through prayer you can play a part in bringing the love of Jesus to these 
people, helping them overcome their struggles and fears. This guide will 
help you to know how to pray for them so that the light of the gospel will 
break through into the darkness of their lives.

www.omf.org/taiwan

Prayer / Missions
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percent of students now go on to university, so the level of functional literacy is 
rising. Many of these students are from working-class family backgrounds and 
are in need of the gospel.

Apart from the difficulty of reading and writing Chinese, both the Taiwanese 
and missionaries face the challenge of language competency in a multi-lingual 
society. Taiwanese (Hokkien) is widely spoken and often used with Mandarin in 
the same sentence. Other languages include Hakka (10 percent) and more than 
10 different aboriginal languages, but Mandarin and Taiwanese are predominant. 
Most working-class men prefer to speak Taiwanese, but many women prefer 
Mandarin. Where there used to be a clear divide between churches that spoke 
Mandarin and Taiwanese, many larger churches now have services in both 
languages. 

The church in Taiwan has experienced slow, but steady growth over the past 10 
years or so, but the number of Christians is still very low. The stories in this book, 
for example, come from communities where less than 0.5 percent (one out of 200) 
of people is Christian. There are many places like this in Taiwan. That is why we 
have taken the time and effort to produce this book. Taiwan needs our prayers. 

Caution: Some stories contain subject matter that may be too mature for children. 
We advise adults to read the stories in advance if they plan to share them with 
a young audience.

For more information visit: www.omf.org/taiwan

inTRoducTion
Who are Taiwan's "working class"? Where do they live? What do they do?

The working class comprises 16 million of Taiwan’s 23 million citizens (two-thirds 
of the population). Contrary to common belief, Taiwan's working-class people are 
not necessarily poor. In fact, some are very wealthy, having sold land to developers 
during the rapid economic growth of the past 50 years. The term "working class" 
refers more to a mindset—a cultural background and worldview—than to one's 
job and income level. While it is true that most working-class people in Taiwan 
are employed in the service sector, industry, fishing or farming, many hold high-
paying jobs and run their own successful companies. 

Old or young, rich or poor, the working class all tend to share a traditional 
Taiwanese worldview of ghosts, gods and ancestors. Take a trip to an active 
temple in Taiwan and you will see Daoist gods sitting next to statues of Buddha. 
Farmers and factory workers burn incense and paper money to petition the gods 
for help. Parents with their children, students praying for their exams and well-
dressed office workers chasing success bow together before the idols as they 
ask for favor from the gods. Drive down any street at night and you will see the 
red glow of lamps on the idol shelf in each home where the ancestor shelf sits, 
and where Taiwanese make regular offerings to their ancestors.

The gospel must be presented to Taiwan’s working class through a variety of 
avenues. Many are functionally illiterate. They can read if they have to, but prefer 
not to. Mandarin, the national language, is difficult. The government recognizes 
the language challenges, which is why volunteers are available in larger post offices 
or government offices to help fill out forms. On the other hand, more than 50 
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There is never enough money to go around. Sometimes, the children have to 
go to school with empty stomachs. If they misbehave, they may not even get 
supper before going to bed. Their father’s salary is simply not enough to feed 
the family, pay the rent and school fees, buy clothing for the children, pay for his 
cigarettes and alcohol and feed the family’s two large dogs. The children live in 
fear of angry outbursts from their parents. That evening, Yi’s mother had beaten 
the children while her father threw a stool at them. Hands which should have 
provided protection, help and comfort were instead breaking the hearts of the 
children, aged six to 14. 

Later, Yi went to a Christian camp with her friend Julie. At first she was very 
scared, but after the first evening, she was smiling. The other girls in her small 
group showed her much love and acceptance. On the second evening, Yi said, 
“I love hearing stories about God and Jesus.” The following day, she asked Jesus 
to enter her life as her Lord and Savior. She left the camp saying, “I’ve never had 
such a happy time!”

God’s deep, unconditional love has reached Yi’s heart and given her new life 
through Jesus Christ. Although she is still afraid of going home, facing her parents 
and coping with peer pressure and rejection in school, Yi knows this in her heart: 
“Jesus is with me.” The missionary assured her that Jesus is her closest friend, 
and he would never leave her nor forsake her. She also prayed for Yi’s parents 
and for harmony in the family. Yi knows that the violence in her family will only 
end when her parents meet Jesus, too. She hopes this will happen soon.

PRayeR RequesTs
Many Taiwanese children face the danger of domestic violence at home. 
Pray for more families to turn to our Lord Jesus, who brings healing and 
reconciliation to broken relationships.

Praise God for the many Christian camps organized for junior and high 
school students in Taiwan. Pray that the camps would be places where 
students hear God’s Word and experience his love.

Ask our heavenly Father to give Christians the compassion to reach out 
to children-at-risk and the wisdom to help them. 

love 
Makes a 
diffeRence
One night while driving home, a 
missionary received an urgent message 
on her cell phone: “Auntie, please 
come and help us. Mom and Dad are 
so angry. They have beaten us up. I am 
scared they will kill us!”

Shocked and shaking, the worker 
racked her brain. “Who could this be? 
Please, Lord, help me know who sent 
me the message. Please—and do it 
quickly!”

Many names went through her mind. 
Suddenly, like a flash from heaven, she 
knew it was Yi, the oldest daughter in a 
family of four children. She had known 
the family for many years. At first they 
were neighbors, but when they moved 
away, she continued to visit them. She 
wanted the children to know that they 
are precious—created and loved by 
their heavenly Father. 

Yi’s father works as a truck driver, 
while her mother stays at home. Due 
to some unfortunate circumstances, as 
well as the pressure of making ends 
meet while raising a large family, Yi’s 
home has turned into a place where 
shouting, yelling, beating and cursing 
are the norm.

But you, O God, do see trouble 
and grief; you consider it to take 
it in hand. The victim commits 
himself to you; you are the helper 

of the fatherless. 
— Psalm 10:14
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a JouRney 
of Many 

sTePs

As Winton grew in his faith, other students introduced him to the wide range of 
Christian books and videos available in the fellowship office. He could borrow Bible 
commentaries, along with Bible study materials and small group leader guides 
on a wide range of topics: dating relationships, post-modernism, current issues, 
discipleship training etc. Winton, like many of the students, needed prodding 
to start reading, but once started, he encouraged others to read, too. He also 
attended a weekly large-group meeting with guest speakers who talked on topics 
chosen by the students themselves. During winter and summer vacations, Winton 
enjoyed further teaching and training at Christian Bible study camps, and through 
joining a student mission team, he helped the local mission work as well.

When it came time to graduate, rather than complete his degree in physics, 
Winton transferred to a science and business course which started him once 
again on the path of a second-year undergraduate. He was also now the oldest 
member of the fellowship, often called on for advice by other students. 

Then, at the beginning of his third year (the second time around), the group 
asked Winton to be their leader. So far he is doing very well in the position. The 
fellowship atmosphere is warm and friendly, and Christians are being encouraged 
to understand their faith better. The objective he has set for the fellowship is 
that the Christian students would become more concerned for those who do 
not know Christ. The missionary who works with Winton commented that, "to 
my joy he has developed into a very sensible, mature young man."

Balls flew around the Christian 
Fellowship Office at Taiwan’s Chung 
Hsing University. As Winton, a new 
second-year transfer student, walked 
by, Hoy, a fourth-year English student, 
invited him to join the fun. That was 
Winton’s first contact with Christians. 
He quickly became good friends with 
three or four of the Christian students, 
and they invited him to join their 
fellowship meetings and go on a fun 
weekend in the mountains. Within 
six weeks, Winton was asking serious 
questions about Christianity. Dashan, 
a third-year boy, invited him to do the 
six-week Christianity Explained course 
that a missionary had trained several 
students to use with new students or 
seekers. 

The course covers basic information 
about who Jesus is and why he came to 
earth. It gives plenty of time for people 
to discuss what they really think. By 
the time Winton completed the course, 
he was attending church and thinking 
about becoming a Christian. He was 
then invited to study the Bible in a small 
group. Over the span of two years, the 
group studied Acts, 1 John, James and 
Romans. Somewhere along the way 
Winton believed that Jesus is the Son 
of God. Following his commitment to 
Christ, his lifestyle completely changed 
and he was baptized. He also became a 
core member of the student committee 
and was trained to lead someone else 
through the course. God later gave him 
the joy of leading someone to Christ. 

PRayeR 
RequesTs

Praise God for good Christian 
groups in some universities and 
for an increasing number of 
good Christian books and videos 
available in Chinese.

Many universities have a small 
struggling Christian student 
group or no group at all. Pray for 
more workers to reach out to 
and train students like Winton.

Pray for Winton and others like 
him, that they will graduate to be 
strong Christian leaders in their 
communities and churches.

And the things you have 
heard me say in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to 
reliable people who will also be 

qualified to teach others. 
— 2 Timothy 2:2
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The year 2002 was pivotal in the history of the Hengchun Bible Church. The 
missionaries received more direction on church planting among Taiwain’s working 
class while they were on home assignment. They returned to Hengchun with a 
clear vision of turning the Bible study into a biblical, indigenous, reproducing 
church.

The Bible-study group members had grown spiritually and deepened their bonds 
of friendship during the previous year. They welcomed the idea of becoming a 
church. The Hengchun Bible Church was quietly launched in the missionaries’ 
home. Mr. Chen, along with two other new believers, was baptized later that year.

The missionaries used the Bible storying*method to teach and equip new 
believers to share the gospel. A group of local believers was chosen to lead 
the church. By 2008, the Hengchun Bible Church had become a vibrant body 
of believers ministering to each other and reaching out to the community with 
the gospel. Their vision and prayer focus was to start more Bible-study groups 
in different parts of town. The couple was able to leave Hengchun and move to 
a new city to plant new house churches. 

In 2011, Mr. Chen’s daughter also became a Christian. Twenty-one years after 
joining an English Bible class, Mr. Yi is now a faithful leader in the Hengchun Bible 
Church and a testimony to how God is reaching out to working-class people in 
Taiwan.

*Visit www.storyingthescriptures.com or www.bibletelling.com for examples of Bible storying.

In 1990, a small English Bible class was 
started in Hengchun, a town of 30,000 
people on the southern tip of Taiwan. 
The class met in the home of a married 
missionary couple. Mr. Chen, who 
worked in the nuclear power plant in 
Hengchun, was one of the first to join. 

For several years, Mr. Chen came to 
the weekly English Bible class but 
showed little spiritual interest. After 
attending an evangelistic meeting, he 
finally decided to put his trust in Jesus 
Christ. Subsequently, Mr. Chen didn't 
care about learning English; he just 
wanted to study the Bible. However, 
as Mr. Chen went home to Kaohsiung (a 
city two hours away) on the weekends, 
he was not able to get involved in a 
local church. 

Over time, more people joined the 
Bible-study class and believed in Jesus, 
but despite the missionaries’ efforts to 
involve these new believers in the local 
church, they would not go. Some were 
not free on Sunday mornings. Others 
faced strong family opposition, and still 
others found the church language and 
culture hard to understand. 

In 2001, the missionaries prepared to 
go on home assignment. The baptism 
of several new believers by the sea 
was clear evidence of God's work in 
people's lives, but they wondered who 
would lead the Bible study while they 
were gone for a year. Bible-study group 
members with leadership skills were 
chosen to take turns leading the study. 
Mr. Yi was one of the believers chosen. 

PRayeR 
RequesTs

Praise God that the house 
church in Hengchun continues 
to grow as it reaches out to the 
community. 

Pray that God would raise 
up more Christians (both local 
and expatriate) to plant house 
churches among the working-
class people of Taiwan.

Pray for working-class men to 
have the opportunity to hear the 
gospel and to respond in faith 
and repentance, turning from 
idols to serve the living and true 
God (1 Thessalonians 1:9b). 

So then, brothers, stand firm 
and hold to the teachings we 

passed on to you.
— 2 Thessalonians 2:15 

a chuRch 
is BoRn
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work healing a long-term relationship problem between one of the women and 
her 16-year-old daughter. Sue hopes to see all of them baptized by the end of 
the year, at which time she will leave the group under Amanda’s care. 

The second Bible storying group was started unintentionally when Sue visited 
the 23 neighborhood leaders in Eastern Harbor, a town of 50,000 people in South 
Taiwan. The plan was to ask some general questions to get to know the leaders 
and their villages. She prayed that God would reveal a person of influence who 
would be interested in hearing the gospel, or who would be a bridge to others, 
allowing the community to hear. 

When Sue visited the third leader on the list, she found five people in his office. 
They were curious and asked questions about her work. She told them, “I am a 
storyteller.” They immediately said, “Okay, tell us a story.” They all enjoyed the 
creation story so much that they asked her to come again the following Monday. 

The next week it was raining quite heavily, and Sue thought no one would turn up. 
However, the group not only turned up that week, but every week after as well. 
At first, it was hard work and there was no discussion at the end of the story. But 
over the course of several weeks, the group began spending more time listening to 
the story and discussing it rather than making small talk. Slowly, they are learning 
to ask questions. After the Passover story, the illiterate grandma suddenly spoke 
up for the first time and said, “If what you're sharing is true and we tell others, 
one day all the temples in Eastern Harbor will be closed!” 

PRayeR RequesTs
Working-class people prefer concrete stories to gospel presentations 
that require abstract reasoning. Praise God for methods like Bible storying 
which help them understand the gospel.

Pray for more local Christians to be trained as “storytellers” so that more 
groups can be started.

Pray that those who hear the gospel will have open ears and hearts of 
faith that respond in obedience to the Author of the salvation story. 

Tell us a 
sToRy
Amanda has been a Christian for less 
than 18 months. Although she became 
a Christian through Bible storying 
(sharing Bible narratives through story 
telling), she was reluctant to try it 
herself. She wanted to bring people to 
the missionary, Sue, who had told her 
the stories, so that they could be told 
“properly.” Sue refused, instead she 
trained Amanda to share the stories 
herself. Together they also prayed for 
people to whom they could tell the 
stories. Eventually Amanda found two 
friends whom she thought might be 
interested in listening. Amanda and the 
missionary agreed to meet her friends 
on Friday at Amanda’s workplace. 

Friday evening came and the women 
arrived with their two children. 
Amanda told the Creation story 
well, and it was obvious that God 
was at work. The women did not ask 
questions, but the two children (ages 
10 and 13) asked lots of questions and 
made many perceptive comments. 

By the fourth week, the women and 
their children were all happily asking 
and answering questions. Each person 
took turns reading the questions off 
the card. These self-led discussions 
were deep and practical. Recently, they 
also began sharing prayer requests, 
praying for one another and learning 
to sing Christian songs. God is also at 

Let the redeemed of the 
Lord tell their story—those 
he redeemed from the hand  

of the foe. 
— Psalm 107:2 (TNIV)
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argued on a daily basis. Two years later, when Xiao Liang discovered she was 
pregnant, they decided to get married. However, their relationship continued to 
deteriorate. Her husband became increasingly jealous and suspicious. He phoned 
Xiao Liang constantly and would not let her see any friends. He would beat her if 
she did not come home from work immediately. Believing that she was sleeping 
with other men, he forced her to have six abortions. Xiao Liang lived in constant 
fear of getting pregnant. She was lonely and depressed. 

By now, her son was in junior high school. Due to her long work hours, Xiao 
Liang did not spend much time with him while he was growing up. She watched 
helplessly as he took up drinking, smoking and doing drugs. 

Around this time, a missionary started visiting Xiao Liang’s department store to 
give out Christian magazines. Although Xiao Liang enjoyed reading the magazines, 
she was determined not to go to church. She would hide behind the counter 
whenever the missionary visited the department store. 

Nevertheless, God was working behind the scenes, changing her heart. One day 
she finally decided to accept the missionary’s invitation to attend a late night 
church service. She grew quickly in her love and knowledge of God, becoming an 
active evangelist in her department store. She is now the leader of a small group, 
which meets after work at a fast food restaurant near the department store for 
fellowship, Bible study and prayer. When Xiao Liang’s son saw the change in his 
mother, he too decided to start following Jesus and was baptized.

PRayeR RequesTs
Praise God for the ministry to shop workers that reaches out to those 
working in large department stores and malls in the Taipei area.

Pray for these women to be redeemed from their past, which often 
includes broken families, abusive husbands, depression, debts and other 
problems.

Pray that more Taiwanese churches would start late night services for 
shop workers who cannot attend the usual Sunday morning service because 
they have long work hours, especially during the weekends.

I  will give them an undivided 
heart and put a new spirit in 
them; I will remove from them 
their heart of stone and give them 

a heart of flesh.
— Ezekiel 11:19 

Xiao liang 
finds heR 
Real hoMe
Xiao Liang works in one of Taipei’s large 
department stores. Like most working-
class Taiwanese, her mother took her 
to temples to worship from a young 
age; she had never heard of Jesus or 
Christianity. 

Growing up, Xiao Liang was always 
hungry. Her father worked away from 
home and her mother gambled away 
what little money the family had. One 
Sunday when she was nine-years-old, 
her older brother walked passed a 
church near their home. When he saw 
the tables of delicious food for lunch, 
his mouth began to water and he 
rushed home to fetch his two sisters. 

In the months following, the pastor 
often dropped by to visit Xiao Liang’s 
family. Moved by his kindness and 
concern for their family, Xiao Liang’s 
mother and siblings started going to 
church. Xiao Liang was baptized at the 
age of 14, but she did not know what 
it meant to follow Jesus. She preferred 
to party with her friends and grew 
distant from her family. When she met 
a handsome young man, she jumped at 
the chance to move away from home 
and live with him in another city.

Sadly, their relationship was fraught 
with tension from the start, and they 
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language at home and did not speak Taiwanese very well. Yong met with a 
Taiwanese tutor in order to learn more of the Taiwanese language. This was crucial 
because Taiwanese is the heart language of most people in Chiayi, especially 
the men.

After that summer, Yong decided to equip himself for ministry at a seminary in 
South Taiwan, where he studied for two years. During his time in seminary he 
interned with the church-planting team and helped out on weekends. He also got 
involved with the youth group and children’s ministry in the park. He led Bible 
studies and played a role in teaching and discipleship. Yong was a great blessing 
to the other members of the church-planting team. During that time, he also 
received formal mentoring from one of the missionaries, but the missionary 
often felt like Yong was mentoring him!

During the last couple of years, Yong has been challenged by the needs and 
difficulties of reaching the working class. He has experienced much failure and 
disappointment, but also the joy and pleasant surprises of ministry. Many people 
have rejected the gospel. Others, however, have responded and are enjoying 
a new life in Christ thanks to Yong and his willingness to take steps of faith to 
serve the Lord.

Yong has since graduated from seminary. He is serving God in a neighboring 
country, but his heart is still with the working-class people of Taiwan. When he 
returns, he hopes to continue reaching out to them. 

After graduating from college with 
a degree in animal husbandry, Yong 
moved to work on a pig farm not far 
from Chiayi City in central Taiwan. 
Yong became a Christian in high school 
and had subsequently been discipled 
by missionaries in college. Yong was 
looking for a community of believers 
to meet with in Chiayi. Yong’s mentors 
introduced him to a church-planting 
team specifically reaching out to 
working-class "grassroots" people. 

At first, Yong didn't quite know what 
to make of what the missionaries were 
doing. It was very different from his 
experience in the local church. The 
weekly gatherings were much less 
formal. There was no sermon and the 
group met for Bible study in a shop-
front house, not a church building. 
However, as time went on, Yong began 
to see the need for working-class 
people to hear the gospel and, more 
importantly, to hear it in a way that 
would make sense to them. 

One summer, Yong quit his job and 
joined the Chiayi team full-time, 
church planting among the working-
class Taiwanese. This presented 
great difficulties for him, as he had to 
support himself financially. His parents, 
who were not Christians, could not 
understand why Yong would quit 
his job to do something that did not 
provide a salary.

On top of this, Yong is Hakka (a minority 
Chinese group in Taiwan), which means 
that he grew up speaking the Hakka 

PRayeR 
RequesTs

Praise God for Yong and other 
local seminary students who join 
church-planting teams as interns 
and co-workers. 

Pray that more Taiwanese 
seminary students, pastors and 
gospel workers would be willing 
to try out new ways of “doing 
church” for the working-class 
people. 

Ask God to provide local 
Christians who can carry on 
the work when missionaries 
leave to plant churches in other 
unreached areas of Taiwan.

We ought always to thank 
God for you, brothers and 
sisters, and rightly so, because 
your faith is growing more 
and more, and the love every 
one of you has for each other  

is increasing.
— 2 Thessalonians 1:3

Pig faRMeR 
TuRned 

MissionaRy
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Bananas 
and BiBle 

sToRies

The foreigner offered to tell some stories to May Hwa. She readily agreed to listen. 
It would be good to have some relief from boredom. Each Monday, the slower 
day in the market, the foreigner arrived with a smile and a greeting. She moved 
to the rear of the stand, out of the way, and soon began the story, stopping when 
a customer arrived. Sometimes others listened too.

The stories were quite different from the Chinese fables. They were stories about 
a God called Shang Di who created the world and then rested for a whole day! 
The first people who were his friends disobeyed him. In another story, a flood 
swept over the whole earth, but a man was saved because he trusted Shang Di. 
There was also a man who was 100-years-old when Shang Di kept his promise 
of giving him a son. The foreigner also told an amazing story that took place in 
Egypt, where Shang Di’s people were slaves. When Shang Di saved them, he 
clearly showed he was more powerful than all the Egyptian gods. 

May Hwa had never heard these stories, and they stayed with her as she sat by 
herself each day. When she asked where these stories came from, she could 
hardly believe the answer: the Bible! "Really?” May Hwa asked. “Does the Bible 
have stories?” The foreigner gave her a little book with some of the stories, and 
she continues to visit May Hwa, telling her a new story each time.

The morning market is hot, busy 
and noisy. To the customer, it is a 
storehouse of interesting and delicious 
produce with plenty of choices. 
However, for many it is their place 
of work. May Hwa stands behind her 
stall ready to sell her bananas. She 
has been working since 4 a.m., with 
a trip to the wholesale market before 
getting to her usual vacant space where 
she sets up her stall each morning. 
Other than a few exchanges with her 
customers, she only gets to talk to 
the other stall workers nearby: the 
noodle or drink sellers. There is little 
relief to the wearing boredom. By the 
time she leaves the market at 2 p.m., 
having packed up her stall for the day, 
she has little energy for anything other 
than TV, dinner and bed. 

Wednesday afternoon is the one 
variation in her monotonous life, 
because on Wednesdays she goes to 
the temple to continue her lessons in 
being a spirit medium. She knows she 
has a gift, as she has seen dreams of 
world events before they occurred: 
the tsunami in Indonesia and the 
earthquake in Japan. 

One day May Hwa noticed a foreigner 
walking in the market. The woman 
seemed less hurried than most people, 
almost as if she was interested in the 
workers rather than the produce. 
Surprisingly, she could speak Mandarin 
and was happy to chat, even waiting 
while May Hwa served other 
customers. 

PRayeR 
RequesTs

Pray for workers like May 
Hwa, that God will use the 
stories and mini-Bibles to change 
many hearts. 

Sunday is the busiest day for 
market workers. Pray that 
Christians will visit them on their 
off-hours and organize small 
groups where they can meet to 
hear and discuss Bible stories.

Pray for Taiwanese Christians 
to catch the vision for telling 
Bible stories.

The Lord’s right hand is lifted 
high; the Lord’s right hand has 
done mighty things! I will not 
die but live, and will proclaim 

what the Lord has done.
— Psalm118:16-17
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"When I was a gang member, they took me to a temple, and I was adopted by 
one of the deities as a son,” Wey replied. “How can I be the son of a deity and a 
child of God at the same time?” 

A special time of confessing his idolatry, renouncing and breaking allegiance with 
the deity was necessary. In fact, it proved to be the key to spiritual advance. Now 
Wey finally knows to whom he belongs. 

Wey’s story is not unusual. Most boys in the reformatory come from broken 
homes. They find their sense of belonging with a gang or girlfriend. When the 
girls become pregnant, abortion is usually taken as the “solution.” Many are also 
involved with drugs and stealing. Some even end up as drug dealers themselves. 

Gangs are often affiliated with temples and gang members are responsible for 
organizing processions and taking part in religious activities. Many boys dream 
of the day that they can join a group of young men to perform as guards for the 
gods in temple processions. The boys also offer themselves to gods as a way to 
gain protection or power. 

Through missionaries and local Christians who visit the reformatory, many juvenile 
delinquents come in contact with the gospel. The real test of Wey’s relationship 
with the Lord will come when he is released from the reformatory. Will he be 
able to stand firm and face the many challenges ahead? It will be all too easy to 
go back to his old friends. Your prayers will make a difference in his life!

PRayeR RequesTs
Praise God for the long-term gospel work in the state reformatory. Ask 
the Holy Spirit to work mightily in the lives of these boys.

Many boys become Christians in the reformatory, but they fall away from 
the truth when they are released and go back to their old lives. Pray that 
more boys will become true disciples of Jesus, following him even when 
life is tough.

Pray for halfway homes to be set up for boys so that they do not have 
to immediately return to their old neighborhood and friends upon release. 

Yet to all who did receive 
him, to those who believed in 
his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God.
— John 1:12

whose 
child aM i? 
Seventeen-year-old Wey sat next to the 
missionary, Heidi, crying. All his life he 
had hated his father, who disappeared 
after getting his mother pregnant. Now 
Wey’s girlfriend is pregnant and will 
soon give birth, but he has just been 
sentenced to seven years in jail.

“Am I not just like my father?” he cried.

Wey was a gang member. He came to 
hear the gospel through the mother 
of one of his “brothers.” By the time 
Wey arrived at the state reformatory, 
he thought of himself as a Christian. 
However, he did not really know what 
it meant to be a Christian. Although 
he spent a lot of time talking to the 
missionary, praying and confessing his 
sins, there was no breakthrough.

One day, Wey read the beginning of 
the gospel of John. With difficulty, he 
struggled through the passage, trying 
to recognize the Chinese characters 
and at the same time understand the 
meaning. He came to John 1:12, “Yet 
to all who did receive him, to those 
who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.” After 
reading this, Wey finally confessed, “I 
am too embarrassed to talk to Jesus.” 

"Why are you embarrassed to talk to 
Jesus?" Heidi asked.
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customers. Over the past five years, the ministry has grown. A women’s center 
has been established with a committed team of local workers and missionaries. 
PFG partners with churches and social services to help those who are interested 
find new jobs or apply for government support. 

Thursday is fellowship time. The women prepare lunch together, followed by 
worship and Bible teaching. The missionaries love to see the women grow in 
their relationship with God, learning to pray and trust in him. A few women join 
the missionaries on Sunday when they go to a local church. In 2010, two women 
were baptized. 

Pearl Family Garden carries deep meaning. "Pearl" means salvation is proclaimed 
through faith in Jesus Christ, the “pearl of great price” (Matthew 13:45). In 
knowing him, these women may know how precious they truly are.

Family: God is building a fellowship of believers through PFG. It is a safe place to 
be honest and where no one is alone in the journey of change and restoration.

Garden: Women grow as they acquire new skills, get to know God better and learn 
to serve others. It is a place to leave a life of sin behind and live for God’s glory.

Was Cindy too rash in promising Sharon that Jesus was her benefactor? Give 
thanks to God that Sharon has not given up on her faith and finds strength and 
comfort in the Lord. It is a slow and difficult process, but the missionaries are 
beginning to see God answering their prayers that the women will bear fruit.

PRayeR RequesTs
Praise God for the ladies who come faithfully to the Thursday fellowship 
meetings.

Ask God to grant wisdom to the Pearl Family Garden co-workers so 
that they will know how to mobilize local churches and Christians to 
participate in this ministry, which requires overcoming social stigma and 
raising awareness. 

Pray for more Taiwanese women to come to a saving knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ and make the decision to leave the red-light district and 
find alternative work.

“Which of the two did what 
his father wanted?” “The first,” 
they answered. Jesus said to 
them, “I tell you the truth, the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes 
are entering the kingdom of  

God ahead of you.”
— Matthew 21:31

Sharon's curly hairdo, make-up, fake 
eyelashes and cute outfit belied her 
age. She was well into her forties 
and working as a street prostitute on 
Prosperity Street when she met Cindy, 
a missionary reaching out to women 
like her. 

In her desperation, one of the first 
questions she asked was: "Where can 
I find a benefactor?" She needed a 
benefactor who would save her from 
the hands of the loan sharks and pay 
off her debts. 

"Jesus is your benefactor," was the 
reply. "He is the one who can save 
you!"

Sharon is one of hundreds of ladies 
working in Wan Hwa, Taipei’s inner-city 
red light district. Some earn money by 
drinking alcohol and singing karaoke 
with men in “tea shops.” Others are sex 
workers, waiting for customers on the 
streets. Their ages range from 40 all the 
way up to 70. They work to provide for 
children, parents and grandchildren; to 
pay off debts; to earn a living … or just 
because this has been their way of life 
for over 20 years. They used to earn 
good money, but it is no longer easy to 
get business. Many are single mothers, 
either widowed or divorced. Quite a 
few struggle with addiction, especially 
to drugs or gambling. 

The Pearl Family Garden (PFG) ministry 
reaches out to ladies like Sharon. PFG 
co-workers go out to the streets, 
visiting the women as they wait for 

woMen on 
The sTReeTs
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girls often came with dusty feet and dirty clothes. They were mischievous and 
not used to obeying any rules. 

Later that year, their mother returned to Vietnam, taking their youngest daughter 
with her. Was it because she found her life in Taiwan too hard? Or was she sent 
away because she hadn’t given birth to any sons? 

When Julia went back to Europe on home assignment, she kept the Lai girls in 
her heart. Whenever she spoke to children in Sunday school, she asked them to 
pray for the three girls. 

However, when she returned to Taiwan, the Lai girls were gone. She couldn’t 
find Mr. Lai or his mother. She was told they had moved to a different market. 

Just when Julia thought she would never meet the Lai family again, a miracle 
happened. The team organized another carnival in the park next to the market, 
and guess who showed up? It was grandmother Lai with one of the girls.

The next day, the missionaries held a short church service in the park. All three 
girls came. It was a great reunion. As the Christians sang, read the Bible and 
took communion, the girls sat next to Julia and questioned her about what was 
happening. “What are they doing? Where is God? How can we pray?” 

Julia explained everything to them and taught them how to pray. It was truly a 
holy moment. 

PRayeR RequesTs
Praise God for the freedom to reach out to children in Taiwan. 

Pray that God will guide people who have heard the gospel to meet other 
Christians who can tell them more about who God is and his love for them.

There are many foreign brides in Taiwan and people often look down on 
them. Pray that Christians will reach out to them with the love of Christ.

Posterity will serve him; 
future generations will be told  

about the Lord.
— Psalm 22:30 

a holy 
MoMenT
Julia first met the Lai girls four years 
ago. They were about three, four and 
six-years-old and had come with their 
father, Mr. Lai, to a carnival in a park 
next to the market. 

With his betel nut red-stained lips, 
Mr. Lai was obviously a working-
class man. He sold pineapples in the 
market. He told one of Julia’s co-
workers, “I’ve been in this market area 
for 20 years, but this is the first time 
someone has run an event like this for 
our community.” He really liked the 
fun activities and the skit about God 
creating the world. 

A few days later, Julia met him again 
in the park. He told her, “If my three 
daughters want to become Christians, 
they can. For me, I can’t become a 
Christian because I am a Buddhist. 
I need to continue the ancestor 
worship.”

Julia and her co-workers got to know 
the rest of the Lai family. Mr. Lai’s wife 
came from Vietnam and could hardly 
speak any Mandarin. His elderly 
mother only spoke Taiwanese, and she 
was always talking in such a loud voice 
that Julia wondered if she was yelling! 

After the carnival, the missionaries 
started a weekly outreach to children in 
the park next to the market. The three 
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their families that they are HIV positive. HIV-related discrimination and stigma 
remain a major problem in Taiwanese society. 

A pressing need is to find a place for these women to live when they are released 
from prison. Fearing infection, their families are usually reluctant to take them 
in. Many fall back into drug addiction if they return to their old neighborhoods 
and friends. 

Shan was one of the women who received help from missionaries. A worker 
offered Shan a place to stay in her own home. The missionaries went to the district 
court and police station to register her new address with the authorities. They also 
visited the National Health Insurance agency to reinstate Shan’s medical insurance 
so that she could receive subsidized healthcare. Additionally, the workers asked 
for help on Shan’s behalf at various non-governmental organizations and social 
services. 

Shan’s mother, Madam Chang, finally got in touch with her through a relative. 
Madam Chang was willing to give Shan a second chance to “prove herself” but 
she did not trust Shan and would not give the missionaries her cell phone number 
or address. 

Shan has a son who is in elementary school. When she was arrested, her son was 
sent into foster care. His foster parents are Christians and he goes to church with 
them. He is a lively, talkative boy, but he is a little wary of his mother because she 
seems to appear and disappear unexpectedly. Shan is keen to turn over a new 
leaf and be reunited with him.

On hearing this, Jesus said 
to them, “It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the 
sick. I have not come to call the  

righteous, but sinners.”
— Mark 2:17

As of August 2011, there were more 
than 21,000 people diagnosed with 
HIV/AIDS in Taiwan. More than half of 
the 1,600 women infected with HIV 
are intravenous drug users. Many of 
them end up in prison when they are 
arrested for drug offenses. Through 
prison ministry, missionaries are able 
to reach these women with the gospel. 
One missionary offers a Christianity 
Explored course in the prison. Here is 
a glimpse of some of the women taking 
the course:

Wei Wei is in her twenties, but it is 
already her second time in prison. 
She has a one-year-old daughter, now 
under the care of her grandmother. 
Wei Wei's mother and uncle are also 
drug addicts. She was baptized a year 
ago. 

Guang Ling is a natural leader. She 
organizes performances and skits 
for special events such as the annual 
Chinese New Year concert. Although 
she is very bright, she says, “When I 
read the Bible, I don’t really understand 
what’s going on.” 

Ying Xiu was sentenced to 11 years 
in prison for selling drugs. despite 
the length of her sentence, her 
parents are unwilling to give up their 
granddaughter for adoption. They 
want to make sure that they will have 
someone to look after them in their 
old age.

Even though they are in good health, 
some of the women do not dare tell 

an “oPen 
dooR” in 

PRison
PRayeR 

RequesTs
Praise God for “open doors” 
in Taiwan’s prisons, allowing the 
gospel to be shared freely.

HIV/AIDS patients are the 
lepers of our time. They face 
discrimination and live in fear 
that their friends and families 
will find out about their illness. 
Pray that they find freedom and 
acceptance through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.

Pray that Taiwanese churches 
would see the vast needs of this 
segment of the population and 
provide after-prison care and 
support to ex-inmates and drug 
addicts.
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City. They are messengers of God’s Word, encouraging people to turn to Jesus 
in faith and repentance. 

Started by missionaries 20 years ago, The Spring Ministry Center was created to 
reach the homeless, gangsters, addicts, prostitutes and other marginalized people 
by building a community of faith in Wan Hua. It offers a safe place to worship 
the Lord, enjoy fellowship with other Christians, have a hot meal, shower and 
change their clothes. 

Pastor Wu joined The Spring as an intern while he was still in seminary. Upon 
graduation, he joined the ministry full-time. Five years later, the leadership was 
passed to Pastor Wu. 

In one of his prayer letters, Pastor Wu wrote frankly about the challenges of 
ministry: “I have long wanted to bring our homeless brothers out onto the streets 
to share the gospel. However, I was afraid to put this to practice because I thought 
they would have no credibility. People would say, ‘Look at you. So what if you’ve 
believed in Jesus, aren’t you still sleeping on the streets?’”

“However, I came to see that the only way our brothers will grow in their faith 
is to overcome the fear of rejection—to go out and share the gospel with other 
homeless people. I believe that the Holy Spirit will anoint those who are willing 
to obey the Great Commission and give them the courage, wisdom, love and 
ability they need to share the gospel.” 

Pray also for me, that whenever 
I speak, words may be given 
me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel.

— Ephesians 6:19

One hot summer day, Pastor Wu led 
a group of Christians to the bustling 
plaza outside Longshan Temple in 
Taipei. Homeless people, alcoholics, 
gamblers, the mentally ill and others 
on the margins of society gather there. 
Food sellers shout noisily, advertising 
their fruit, corn, pig’s blood cake and 
other exotic produce. 

Pastor Wu came with a large, beautiful 
birthday cake. He wanted to hold 
a party in the plaza. Anyone with a 
birthday that month could have a piece 
of cake. His plan was to read a passage 
of scripture, talk about God’s character 
and deeds, then pray a blessing upon 
the birthday boys and girls.

Even before any announcement 
was made, about 20 to 30 people 
had gathered around Pastor Wu. 
However, two security guards soon 
arrived. Fearing that it would cause 
a commotion, the group was banned 
from singing or distributing food. 

Undeterred by the setback, Pastor Wu 
divided the volunteers into groups 
of threes. He sent them to different 
parts of the crowded plaza to share 
God’s Word. Some volunteers found 
themselves face-to-face with a drunk. 
They felt uneasy and did not know how 
to communicate with him, but this 
scene was not unfamiliar to Pastor Wu.

Every Saturday, Pastor Wu and his 
team go out to the streets of a red-light 
district in the Wanhua area of Taipei 

PRayeR 
RequesTs

Praise God for sustaining 
Pastor Wu and his co-workers 
in this challenging ministry to the 
homeless and marginalized.

Pray that the brothers at 
The Spring will grow in faith 
and maturity as they go out to 
proclaim the Good News.

Ask God to raise up more 
Christians and churches in 
Taiwan to minister to the 
marginalized with love, wisdom 
and compassion.

Man wiTh 
a Mission



2928 Reaching Taiwan's Working Class

Christianity, she hadn’t gone to church in 13 years “because no one invited me!” 
A young mother commented, “The idol worship around here is getting ridiculous. 
It’s so demanding and doesn’t really make any sense. But what you Christians 
do and believe is pretty good!” 

Seeing God clearly at work prompted James and Caroline’s team to organize 
a carnival in the park with the help of Taiwanese Christians. One missionary 
hung signs on the sides and back of her scooter and attached a megaphone that 
announced the event over the course of a week. They also distributed flyers in 
cafes and restaurants throughout the area.

The carnival included booths with crafts and games. There was live music 
performed by musicians from Chiayi City. The event also featured a Christian 
skit, a testimony and a magic show that presented the gospel. About 300 people 
attended the event, and more than 50 people left their contact information with 
the team. 

“I’ve never seen a church do anything like this before,” one mother said. “What 
other kinds of activities do you have?”

Since the carnival, James and Caroline’s team has hosted several follow-up events 
for those who are interested in learning more about the Bible. 

How, then, can they call on 
the one they have not believed 
in? And how can they believe 
in the one of whom they 
have not heard? And how can 
they hear without someone  

preaching to them?
— Romans 10:14

James and Caroline, with baby girl 
in tow, packed up their mat and bag 
of toy blocks for a visit to the park. It 
was a Sunday afternoon in Zhongpu, 
a rural township in southern Taiwan 
where their church-planting team 
had settled in 2011. They spread out 
on the grass, looking around for young 
families like themselves and praying for 
opportunities to talk to them. Young 
working-class parents have little to 
no time for leisure because of heavy 
work and family demands, making it 
hard for James and Caroline to build 
relationships with the couples.

Some people approached to see their 
baby girl, but hesitated to join them in 
conversation. Encouraged by even this 
small amount of contact, James and 
Caroline continued visiting the park 
on Sundays. Their team’s past attempts 
at outreach had failed, and they were 
eager to introduce Christ to the people 
of Zhong-pu, who believe strongly in 
their local gods and have little or no 
understanding of Christianity. Temple 
parades pass by almost every other 
day, and shop owners diligently present 
bi-monthly offerings to the local earth 
god, Tu-di-gong. Only two churches 
exist among the 50,000 working-class 
people in Zhong-pu.

Gradually, James and Caroline could 
see God forming relationships. As they 
added more toys and activities to their 
park ministry, people lingered to talk 
and realized that Christians could be 
trusted. One woman told them that, 
even though she was very interested in 

PRayeR 
RequesTs

Praise God that he has given 
good response to ministry in the 
park.

Ask the Lord to grant the teams 
new, creative ways of building 
relationships and proclaiming 
the Good News in rural and 
suburban communities.

Pray that more missionaries 
and local believers will venture 
out to small townships that have 
almost no gospel influence. 

sTaRTing 
fRoM 

scRaTch
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At the end of their first year of marriage, Becky’s husband finally submitted to 
Jesus. Because of his military background, he struggled with admitting his need 
for Christ. It took another six years before he really began growing after daring 
to let his workmates know that he was a Christian. 

Meanwhile Becky’s brother started attending a Roman Catholic Church and then 
switched to attending a cell group at Becky’s church. Their older sister also started 
attending at a similar time. However, both siblings were put off by the fact that 
they were pressured to attend lots of meetings. People started doing one-to-one 
Bible study with them, but they both felt it was a “general” program that didn’t 
seem relevant to their lives. Both of them gave up on the church and wondered 
whether God was truly there and interested in them. 

A missionary who heard of the brother and sister’s struggles with the church 
was terribly saddened by their experience. She lived two-and-a-half hours south 
of them and therefore couldn’t get too involved, but she offered to visit to give 
them a chance to ask questions. 

Over several months, the missionary had several long storying sessions with them. 
In between, she gave them sections of the Bible to read. They asked lots of good 
questions and found that God was answering their prayers. Both believed at a 
similar time and were baptized together. The brother recently led his girlfriend 
to the Lord. 

Now, eight years later, their mother and a cousin are also believers. The ripples 
keep spreading as God does his work.

The first thing Andrew did was 
to find his brother Simon and 
tell him, “We have found the 

Messiah” (that is, the Christ).
— John 1:41

Becky’s family owns a small breakfast 
restaurant. When they were younger, 
all four siblings would start work at 
4 a.m. to help their parents make 
the traditional Chinese breakfasts. It 
was only after they completed their 
schooling that some of the children 
started working outside the home. 

Becky took some classes at a teacher’s 
college. While there, she met a 
Christian teacher who shared the 
gospel with her. The teacher had just 
been trained how to share her faith 
using a simple gospel presentation. 
After some time, Becky became a 
Christian and was baptized. She had no 
idea of the ripple effect that the gospel 
would have in her family. Two years 
after Becky believed, her younger sister 
believed after noticing the positive 
changes in her sister’s life. 

Prior to becoming a Christian, Becky 
had started dating a guy who wasn’t 
a Christian. She had been a Christian 
more than a year before her boyfriend 
was given the opportunity to hear the 
gospel clearly. That began three years 
of sharing with him that included 
chronological Bible storying and 
numerous discussions. 

Becky chose to marry her boyfriend 
even though he was not yet a Christian. 
The church that led the wedding did 
such a good job with the service 
that her husband’s brother and wife 
decided to investigate Christianity. 
They started going to church and soon 
became Christians. 

PRayeR 
RequesTs

Pray that Taiwanese churches 
will improve in evangelism and 
discipleship and will adapt their 
styles to suit each individual they 
encounter. 

Pray for the ripple effect to 
continue to Becky's parents and 
grandparents. Ask God to raise 
up workers who can skillfully 
share the gospel with the older 
generations. 

Ask God to make Taiwanese 
Christians bold witnesses in their 
families, at work and among 
friends.

a RiPPle 
effecT
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neXT sTePs
If God is leading you to involvement with his purposes among Taiwan’s working 
class, consider the following options:

Pray 
Pray creatively. Expand upon the prayer points in this book as the Holy Spirit guides 
you. Check out more prayer fuel by reading 30 Stories from Taiwan’s Working 
Class: A Prayer Guide, published by OMF International in 2006.

Go 
Meet and invest in Taiwan’s working class through an internship, short-term trip 
or long-term service. Browse www.omf.org/taiwan for opportunities. Whether 
you like to teach, disciple, do maintenance work or play sports, your skills could 
be needed. 

Welcome 
Taiwanese people live in other countries for work or education and need a family 
away from home. Invite them into your everyday life and show interest in their 
culture. 

Mobilize 
Share these stories and others with your friends, family, small group and pastor. 
Start a prayer group for Taiwan’s working class or point people to prayer fuel and 
service opportunities. 

Learn 
Get a better picture of Taiwan’s working class and how to reach them by reading 
books like Unbound by Jennifer Su McIntyre and Telling the Gospel through Story: 
Evangelism that Keeps Hearers Wanting More by Christine Dillon. 

Send 
Engage with God’s purposes for the Taiwanese by sharing the resources he has 
given you, whether your time, money, creativity etc. Ask Christian organizations 
and missionaries working 
in Taiwan how you can 
help them.

For more ways you can 
be involved, go to  
www.omf.org. 

For source information, 
contact OMF International.




